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                                    A Kid-Friendly Emergency Room Saves Lives

                                    
Critically ill kids are far more likely to survive if they're treated at hospital emergency rooms that are well-equipped to care for children, a new study finds.


Researchers analyzed data on more than 20,400 critically ill youngsters seen in ERs at 426 hospitals in Florida, Iowa, Massachusetts, Nebraska and New York state.


The risk of death was three times lower for those treated at ERs with greater levels of pediatric readiness.


Sometimes dubbed a "kid-friendly" approach, that readiness includes factors such as having equipment designed for use on children, child-specific protocols for care, and programs to keep doctors up-to-date on the latest guidelines in pediatric care.


Death rates for critically ill children were 11.1% at ERs with the lowest pediatric readiness scores and 3.4% at those with the highest.


"Our findings indicate that it matters which hospital a critically ill or injured child is brought to in an emergency," said study co-author Dr. Jennifer Marin, associate professor of pediatrics and emergency medicine at the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. 


The study was published Aug. 23 in the journal Pediatrics.


"Pediatric care requires specialized equipment, training and protocols to provide the best care to children. Obtaining that kind of preparedness is costly and time-consuming," said senior author Dr. Jeremy Kahn, a professor of critical care medicine at Pitt's School of Medicine.


"Our study suggests that efforts to better prepare hospitals to care for pediatric emergencies save lives," he said in a university news release.


More information


The American Academy of Pediatrics has more on injuries and emergencies.

                                    SOURCE: University of Pittsburgh, news release, Aug. 23, 2019
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