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                                    Sexual Victimization Persists in U.S. Military for LGBTQs: Study

                                    
Lesbian, gay and bisexual members in the U.S. military are at higher risk for sexual harassment, sexual assault and stalking, a new study reports.


And that sexual victimization can trigger mental health problems such as depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, substance use and suicidal behavior, researchers say.


They surveyed 544 active-duty U.S. service members, including 41% who identified as LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and/or questioning), and 10% who identified as trans or gender-nonconforming.


Those who identified as gay, lesbian or bisexual were more likely to report sexual harassment, stalking and sexual assault than heterosexuals.


Gay and bisexual men were much more likely to report sexual harassment than straight men. Women were more likely than men to report sexual harassment, but the risk was no higher among those who identified as lesbian or bisexual, the survey found.


"Our conclusion was that female service members have such an elevated risk of sexual harassment in general, that being bi or lesbian doesn't increase that risk," said lead author Ashley Schuyler, a doctoral student in public health and human sciences at Oregon State University. 



"Our findings suggest that LGBTQ service members do experience an elevated risk of sexual and stalking victimization, even in this post-'don't ask, don't tell' era," Schuyler said in a university news release.


The don't ask, don't tell law -- which barred openly gay, lesbian and bisexual people from serving in the U.S. military -- was repealed in 2011. But Schuyler said "it seems like some of those effects could linger, including sexual prejudice and discrimination, which may elevate victimization risk." 


Military culture emphasizes "masculine" ideals such as dominance, aggression and self-sufficiency, which may lead some to target people they consider weaker, according to the researchers.


More investigation into victimization in the military is needed, especially as the policies governing LGBTQ service continue to change, the study authors said.

The U.S. Department of Defense study was recently published in the Journal of Traumatic Stress.


More information


The U.S. National Library of Medicine has more on LGBTQ health.

                                    SOURCE: Oregon State University, news release, April 21, 2020

                                

                            
                        
                            
                            
                                                        
                                [image: HealthDay]
                                Health News is provided as a service to Odenville Drugs site users by HealthDay. Odenville Drugs nor its employees, agents, or contractors, review, control, or take responsibility for the content of these articles. Please seek medical advice directly from your pharmacist or physician.

                                Copyright © 2024 HealthDay All Rights Reserved.

                            

                            
                            
                            
                        

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                
                                    Share


                                    	
	
	
	
	

           
                                

                                

                            Tags


                            
                            	Depression
	Drug Abuse
	Drug Abuse: Social Issues
	Homosexuality
	Sex: Abuse / Rape
	Suicide
	Military
	Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
	Violence


                            
                        

                                        
                    

                

            

            
        
    
        
         
    


           





 















    
    
    
    
    
               
    
    
    
    
    
        
	 
	   
    		 
    			  
    		 

	   

	


    
        
            
                
                    
                                        
                        
                            [image: Odenville Drugs Logo]
                        

                                                        Where patients come first!
 
                              
                    

                    

                    
                    
                        Site Navigation


                        	
                                    
                                        Patient Resources
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Scholarship Application
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Contact
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Location / Hours
                                    
                                  
	
                                    
                                        Privacy Policy
                                    
                                  


                    

                                        

                    
                    
                        Contact Us

                         
                        
                            Odenville Drugs
140 Council Drive, Odenville, AL 35120
 (205) 629-6303 -  (205) 629-6357  
                        

                                            

                    
                

            
 
        


        
            
                
                                         
                        
                            2024 © All Rights Reserved.
                           Privacy Policy
                        

                    


                    
                    
                        	
                                        
                                            
                                        
                                    


                    

                    
                

            
 
        

    
     
    
                                                                                                                                
