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                                    Coronavirus Deaths in Nursing Homes Climbing Again

                                    
FRIDAY, Aug. 14, 2020 (HealthDay News)  The novel coronavirus is surging once more in U.S. nursing homes, where it killed tens of thousands at the start of the pandemic.


Federal data cited by two long-term care associations this week illustrated  the troubling trend: The number of new cases in nursing homes bottomed out at 5,468 during the week of June 21, but it climbed to 8,628 for the week of July 19, the Washington Post reported. That's a 58 percent increase, which roughly parallels the rise in overall U.S. cases during that period.


On Thursday, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis warned that more COVID-19 deaths at nursing homes and assisted-living facilities may be coming, even as total caseloads have begun to decline. Florida has seen an outbreak of coronavirus cases this summer and has a large elderly population, the Post reported.


"Over the next couple weeks, I'm concerned of seeing kind of a tail, where we start to see some of these long-term-care deaths," DeSantis said at a forum in Tallahassee.


In a different analysis of 35 states, the Kaiser Family Foundation found that cases in long-term care facilities jumped 11 percent in the two weeks ending July 10. But in 23 hot spot states, they rose 18 percent, compared with just 4 percent in 12 states that had the virus under better control, the Post reported.


"The strongest predictor of whether or not we'll see cases in [a particular setting] is community spread," David Grabowski, a professor of health care policy at Harvard Medical School in Boston, told the newspaper. "We saw that in the Northeast and now, unfortunately, we're seeing it in the Sun Belt states."


On Wednesday, America logged its highest single-day coronavirus death total of the summer.


Those deaths were concentrated in Sun Belt states that have witnessed dramatic coronavirus case spikes in June and July, the New York Times reported. Even as case counts have started to level off or drop in some of those states, deaths have stayed high.


While the numbers have shifted a bit, residents of nursing homes account for roughly 35 percent to 40 percent of all COVID-19 deaths in the United States, the Post reported.


As schools reopen, COVID cases among kids on the rise


With millions of American children soon returning to school this month, a new study shows that at least 97,000 kids were infected with COVID-19 during the last two weeks of July.


According to the new report from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Children's Hospital Association, at least 338,000 U.S. children had tested positive through July 30, the Times reported. That means that more than a quarter of those cases had come up positive in the second half of July alone.


Already, some schools have tried to reopen and then had to order quarantines or close after COVID-19 cases were reported among students and staff, the Times reported. North Paulding High School in Georgia, which gained national attention last week after videos of crowded hallways made their way onto social media, temporarily switched to online instruction this week after at least nine coronavirus cases were reported there.


In the new report, states in the South and West accounted for more than 7 of 10 infections. The count could be higher because the report did not include complete data from Texas and parts of New York State outside of New York City.


There were differences in how states classified children: Most places cited in the report considered children to be no older than 17 or 19. But in Alabama, the age limit was 24, while it was only 14 in Florida and Utah, the Times reported.


Though public health officials say that most children do not get severe illness, a new report from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that a new, more dangerous COVID-19  condition known as Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children has struck children of color far more often than whites.


From early March through late July, the CDC received reports of 570 young people -- ranging from infants to age 20  with the condition, the Times reported. Of those, 40 percent were Hispanic or Latino, 33 percent were Black and 13 percent were white. Ten died and nearly two-thirds were admitted to intensive care units, the report found.


By Friday, the U.S. coronavirus case count surpassed 5.2 million as the death toll exceeded  167,000, according to a Times tally.


According to the same tally, the top five states in coronavirus cases as of Friday were: California with over 603,000; Florida with more than 557,000; Texas with over 536,000; New York with over 428,000; and Georgia with over 212,000.


Nations grapple with pandemic


Elsewhere in the world, the situation remains challenging.


On Wednesday, India has passed Britain to have the fourth-highest death toll in the world from the coronavirus, after the United States, Brazil and Mexico, the Post reported.


By Friday, India had more than 2.4 million confirmed cases of the infection and at least 48,000 deaths, a John Hopkins tally shows. Britain remains the worst-hit country in Europe, the Post reported.


Brazil is also a hotspot in the coronavirus pandemic, with over 3.2 million confirmed infections by Friday, according to the Hopkins tally. It has the second-highest number of cases, behind only the United States.


Cases are also spiking in Russia: As of Friday, that country reported the world's fourth-highest number of COVID-19 cases, at over 910,700, the Hopkins tally showed.


Even New Zealand, a country that hasn't seen a new coronavirus case is 100 days, reported 48 new cases of community transmission by Friday, the Times reported.


Dr. Ashley Bloomfield, the director general of health, told reporters that all but one of the new cases were linked to a cluster in Auckland. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern extended the city's lockdown for another 12 days.


Worldwide, the number of reported infections passed 20.9 million on Friday, with over 760,000 deaths, according to the Hopkins tally.


More information


The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has more on the new coronavirus.

                                    SOURCES: The New York Times; Washington Post
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                                                        Our commitment to patient care and health is priority one here at Mainstreet Drugs, Inc.

We believe in the value of providing personalized service and quality products.
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